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Spring/Summer 2009 

Museum of the Coastal Bend 
Located on the campus of  

THE VICTORIA COLLEGE, on the corner of East 

Red River and Ben Jordan, Victoria, TX. 

 

Admission:  $3.50/adults; $2.50/senior 

citizens; $2.00/students, group rate.  
Viewing Hours:  Tues.ñSat., 10amñ4pm 

 

Advance reservations  
are appreciated for all activities. 

Phone:  361-582-2511 
www.museumofthecoastalbend.org 
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WINGS OVER VICTORIA  
World War II in Photographs and Memories 
2009 Exclusive Exhibition 
 
In 1939, World War II raged in Europe and 
the Pacific.  No stranger to armed conflict, 
Victoria, Texas began preparing for war 
along with the rest of the nation.  In Sep-
tember 1940, President Roosevelt signed 
the Selective Training and Service Act, and 
the families, friends and sweethearts of the 
fine young men of Victoria began saying 
their farewells, some final, to their loved 
ones who would serve.   
 
A banner headline in the Victoria Advocate 
on January 6, 1941 announced that Victoria 
would receive an Army Air Corp airbase, a 
much-needed economic boost to a small 
cattle town emerging from the Great De-
pression of the 1930s.  The community of 
Victoria embraced the young men who 
were training in the advanced flying schools at Foster and Aloe Fields. This exhibition, on display 
through the end of 2009, examines World War II from the perspective of the people of Victoria, then 
and now, with historical photographs, artifacts, WWII memorabilia, and interviews with veterans. 
 
Wall of Honor  
Community members are invited to contribute photographs of WWII veterans to the Museumôs Wall of 
Honor.  Photographs will be accepted all year. 
 

Spring Lecture Series  
This Spring, the Thursday evening lecture series focuses 
on the experiences of the people of Victoria during WWII.  
On April 9, community members contributed photographs 
of the people, places and events of WWII for the Photo-
graph Collection at the VC/UH-V Library, then proceeded to 
the discussion panel, Victoria Remembers the Homefront. 
Left (inset), Bob Allen with the VC/UH-V Library examines 
community photographs; left, panel participants Estella 
Zermeno, Lola Sale Bade, Mary Doughtie and Patsy Hand 
with Charles Spurlin, moderator.  Wings Over the Coastal 
Bend by Henry Wolff, Jr. on April 23 had a maximum ca-
pacity audience; donôt miss our remaining lecture Use it up. 
Wear it out. Make it do. Do Without by Linda Wolff on May 7! 

 
Ancillary Exhibits  
June 2009: War Brides of Victoria 
August 2009: Images of Valor:  U.S. Latinos & Latinas of 
WWII 
November 2009: Morhiss -- American Archaeology on the 
Eve of WWII 
 

Bus Tour   
Saturday, November 7  -  Participants will tour The National Museum of the Pacific War in Fredericks-
burg, Texas, and view a living history program at the Pacific War Combat Zone.  Advance reservations 
required.  Contact Lisa Brimberry, Educational Coordinator, for additional information. 
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Permanent Exhibitions Permanent Exhibitions 
La Salle:  La Belle & 
Fort St. Louis 
 
Early Peoples of the  
Texas Coastal Bend 

La Salle:  La Belle & 
Fort St. Louis 
 
Early Peoples of the  
Texas Coastal Bend 

MCB Receives THC Certification 

 

The Antiquities Code of Texas designates the Texas His-
torical Commission (THC) as the entity charged with en-
suring the proper care and management of archeological 
collections obtained under a Texas Antiquities Permit on 
non-federal public lands. These public lands include 
lands owned by the state of Texas or by political subdivi-
sions of the state, such as cities, counties, school districts 
and other special districts. Because the THC is a small 
agency and cannot possibly house and care for all the 
collections, it transfers stewardship of them to curatorial 
facilities across the state.  
 
To make certain these "held-in-trust" collections are 
cared for properly, the THC oversees a certification pro-
gram for curatorial facilities. The Curatorial Facility Certifi-
cation Program ensures that the facilities meet current 
museum standards pertinent to the care and manage-
ment of collections. The ultimate goal of the certification 
program is the preservation of Texas' irreplaceable ar-
cheological collections for future research or display in 
museums.  
 
In April 2009, the Museum of the Coastal Bend received 
designation as a Certified Curatorial Facility by the Texas 
Historical Commission.  MCB is one of only eleven certi-
fied repositories for state-associated held-in-trust collec-
tions in the State of Texas. 

�)�U�R�P���W�K�H���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�¶�V���'�H�V�N 
Sue Prudhomme, Director  

Museum of the Coastal Bend 
 

Two years have passed since my appointment as Director of 
the Museum of the Coastal Bend.  Upon undertaking my di-
rectorial responsibilities, my goals included maintaining the 
highest professional standards in the areas of education, ex-
hibitions, research and collections while striving to broaden 
the museumôs audience and gain wider exposure for the mu-
seum. 
 
Iôm pleased that the Museum has accomplished these goals, 
with the support of many earnest volunteers, a dedicated Mu-
seum Advisory Board, and the committed administration of 
The Victoria College.   
 
The refinement of the Collections Management Policy, devel-
opment of Collections Procedures, and strict adherence to 
professional practices in collections management has finally 
gained the Museum our Curatorial Facility Certification from 
the Texas Historical Commission.  This certification ensures 
those collectors and institutions with whom we interact that 
the Museum adheres to the highest standards of ethics and 
collecting practices.  I was glad for the 20 years of museum 
experience that I was able to bring to the table, especially as 
we transitioned from a discretionary acquisitions authority 
process to one that is more appropriately mission- and com-
mittee-oriented.   
 
The museumôs founders created an excellent, broad mission 
for the Museum of the Coastal Bend -- ñto enhance the ap-
preciation and enjoyment of the regionôs heritage.ò  While 
historical interpretation is definitely within the museumôs pur-
pose, heritage opens up a multitude of humanities-related 
realms of activity.  With my outstanding support staff -- Lisa 
Brimberry, Educator, and Cheryl Beran, Museum Secretary -- 
weôve designed and implemented a number of successful 
activities that reach new audiences and have led to an in-
crease in our membership support.  Some of these ñout of the 
boxò programs include the tremendously popular outreach 
ñtraveling trunksò; the DOW-funded natural outdoor amphi-
theatre for educational demonstrations; Young Artist work-
shops based on traditional Texas folklore and crafts; a field-
crew certification program for adults and young people; musi-
cal performances; and many, many more.  Membership has 
increased by 50% in the past two years. 
 
As the Museum enters a new phase in its institutional life, I 
commend those people who have chosen to walk this path 
with us.  The path will not always be the easy one, but it will 
be the correct one. 
 
Whatôs next, you ask?  Hmmmé additional accreditations, 
facility expansion, nothing is off the table!  I hope to see you 
there! 
 


